THE  TWO   SISTERS                    29
bassadors were to find that she could deceive and
baffle them too. Perhaps this quiet sedate be-
haviour was her earliest attempt to protect herself
by deceiving others as to her character and
intentions. In any case, it is a strange little inter-
lude in her life, a small patch of solitude and
simplicity. She never had calm again.
For four years she was kept in the background.
She did not come to Court; her brother showed
no interest in her; and no marriage was arranged
for her, though she was now of age for such
plans to be made.
Then, in 1553, Edward VI died, and after the
brief interlude of Jane Grey and the " Nine Days'
Queen ", Mary Tudor was recognized as Queen
of England and became the first woman sovereign
to rule the land.
Mary could never have cared for her half-
sister. Herself the daughter of Katherine of
Aragon, she had shared her mother's life, and
been a witness of her humiliation and grief. She
clung to her mother's religion, and must have
felt terrible bitterness towards Elizabeth, child
of the woman who had ruined Katherine's life.
Yet Mary showed greatness of spirit. In her
heart she hated Elizabeth, but she did what she
thought was right. She put her private feelings
aside, and recognized Elizabeth as her sister, and
with herself the last of the Tudors. She sent for
her to come to Court, and decided that they must
ride together through London.